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He  is  sitting  there  asking 


Si:u^rr::.^?iri:r^oJ?^^^^^       -  t.e-B;;a;;;;ntir 

animals  and  other  faxT:  ^M^^s      -       i  ^"^^^^^  °f  Pl^^t.  end 

i-istonJ  -  -^^^  ^'-'■^'s  hor.r  v.-hat  they  arc  talking  about. 


*******  :(c 


JIi:: 


Uncle  Abe.  v;hcrc  did  o^or  hor^o 


cOiTio  from? 


'CIRCLE  ABy.'       "•ell  Ji 

Pra^Ii^  all  the  diff cr.rfk^nds  ^''P^^^^^^  '^^'os.  the  ocean, 

^.veloped  on  the  oth.r  sJd".    So"e  of  '^'^^^  were  mostly 

Nearly  all  those  brough^.  into  th    colo^L/r^'"^  '''^-'^'^^ 

the  British  Isles.     In  lat  r  -ca^s  '      i^-"^         Hevolution  canie  from 

.ca.s.  re  got  ooher.  fro.B  continental  Europe. 

Ilk:     HO.  Ion-  h^d  they  had  horses  over  there; 

or  riic  .hem,  he  used  to  eat  them. 
JI^'--:      You  Lav  the  .--^rlv  o  f  +  -  v 

Indians  in  the  ^vi.t "rid^  horses ""^^^  ^^""^       America?    Didn't  the 

no^horees  tnVnll  ^^^nnn'r^'^V  ^^^^^  -n.    At  that  ti.e 

tment  were  broioght  by  Cortez  an-  h^f '        t  '^"^^  *°  I'^^d  on  this  cor- 

do  Soto  also  bro1,-ht  L;^^  o  pfor  L'nd'u^^^  '^"^'"^^^^^ 
^Mississippi.     Some  of  these  horse^  ^cre^tnH      ^  '"^  expedition  to  the 

hors-s  vdth  others  -.vhi^h  e scape r^ror  tl-    .         "'        '"^'^  Those 
of  v.ild  horses  that  ^raduali;\p,,ad  ov  r  ':?'''^'''\^'-P-^-^-on,  started  the  bands 
^istangs  th.t  the  Indians  lef^ned  to  r  do         P^^^^^^^'    ^^^om  thes.  came  the 
Before.that.  the  Indianc  hunt' S  l  Lot  ''''''^  ''''''  ^^^f^lo- 

JIM:      ^mere  did  the  S.oni...,.         their  aor.csv 
UI^TL3  a27.'    Thoy  bro^-     '        ,  • 

America  v.as  di score redr'h^^evoj?  SoSn  'Ti^h  J"^'^^''^^  °f  years  .before 
Africa.    Those  invad.rs  were  mo^ntef  ont^if^lt    V<  '"^^^"^  ^'"^^  northern 
lining  on  little  food  and  -..at.r.    ^-^es    Bar^.    ^''v*:"''"^  ^^^-^^^  ^"^^^^ 
called.  ;vero  the  semu  f.-oo  of  tou^^;    ^  ?  Arabian  horses  as  they  v,.re 

the  sheiks  Of  th.  d.sin      ^n^4"'h, T'^''^^ ^^^^^  -  ^^^o-  ridden 
mixed  .ith  th.  nuive  Spanish  ^orsl":  '.^^^.f Pro^ably 

iin,/T;dy,  tj.ere  -A^as  a  good  de.,1  of 


Arabian  "blood  in  those  Spanioh  horses  "bro-ught  io  ijrci  ica.    MaylDe  that  helped 
the  horses  to  look  out  for  theraselvos  v.'hen  they  became  the  ydld,  tough  Mustangs 
of  our  prairies. 

JIM:      Do  the  sheiks  of  the  desert  still  ride  that  kind  of  horses? 

>mJCLE  ABE;     Oh,  yes.    ;jid  more  important  than  that,  Arabian  horses  have  been 
used  to  improve  many  other  typos  of  horses.    Many  of  our  horses  in  America  to- 
day are  partly  j\rabian.    Our  Thoroughbred  race  horsss  all  trace  back  to  three 
i^xabian  horses  that  were  brought  to  England  to  improve  the  horse  stock  there. 
In  this  country  Thoroughbreds,  which  are  running  race  horses,  wore  used  to 
develop  the  breed  of  ^\rnerican  trotting  and  pacing  race  horses  knovm  as  the 
Standardbred.      Throughbrcds  v/ere  also  used  to  develop  the  American  saddle 
horse,  the  Morgan,  and  other  kinds  of  medium  sized  horses  useful  for  riding, 
driving,  and  farm  'vork. 

JIM;      'inhere  did  our  big  horses  come  from?    Those  bi^,  heavy,  v/ork  horses? 
UNCLE  ABB;     "iVell,  Jim,  tm.t's  vvhcrc  the  Knights  of  old  come  in. 
JIM:      Knights?    Vi/hat  did  they  have  to  do  v/ith  it? 

UNCLE  ABE:     "Veil,  of  course,  there  wore  big  horses  in  Europe  before  the  time 
of  the  knights  in  'full  armor.    But -it  was  in  the  Mida.le  Ages,  in  the  days  of 
knighthood  and  the  crusades  that  big,  heavy  tjrpes  of  horses  v/ere  chiefly 
developed. 

JIM:     V/hy  was  that? 

UNCLE  ABE:    Because  the  armor  worn  by  the  knights  was  too  heavy  for  an  ordinary 
horse  to  carry.    A  knight  in  full  armor  would  v/eigh,  in  those  days,  close  to 
400  po\inds.    It  tooV-  big,  strong  horses  to  carry  such  a  weight  as  that,  so 
breeders  had  to  raise  such  horses,  and  hence  they  gave  a  lot  of  attention  to 
trying  to  improve  the  si:^e  and  weight  of  horses  to  carry  the  heavily  armored 
knights.    Those  knights  on  big  horses  went  on  crusades  to  the  Eoly  L?nd  where 
they  foiight  the  Saracens,  the  people  who  rode  the  Ar-^.bian  horses  which  ;,ere 
later  used  to  improve  our  breeds  of  light  horses.    Of  course,  after  gunpowder 
put  the  heavily  armored  knight  out  of  business,  the  "big  horses  were  used  chief- 
ly as  farm  and  draft  horses  to  haul  heavy  loads.    For  instance,  one  of  the  most 
popular  breeds  of  draft  hor'ses  in  ;jiiorioa  tod?.y  is  the  Percheron,  which  v/as 
developed  after  several  centuries  of  careful  breeding  in  a  small  district  in 
France  called  La  Perche.    Horses  from  this  district  were  once  used  to  pull 
the  old-style  stage  coaches  in  France.     In  order  to  get  strong  horses  that 
could  pull  the  coaches  faster  than  the  heavy  horses  such  as  the  knights  in 
full  armor  rode,  the  heavy  horses  were  crossed  with  Arabian  blood,     ^en  the 
stagecoaches  went  out  about  a  hundred  years  ago,  the  breeders  of  Percheron 
horses  began  to  pay  more  attention  to  size  ard  weight  again.  Percheron 
horses  were  first  bro-oght  to  Aiv:rica  about  75  -"ear  aro  and  are  to-day  the  most 
popular  breed  of  draft  horses  in  this  cotintry.     It  is  not  knovm  just  what  blood 
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T7as  -used  to  build  up  the  breads  of  British  draft  hox-ses  out  to-day  v/e  have 
many  excellent  Clydisdaloa,  Shiros,  and  S^Jiffolks  in  the  TJiiitcd  Statea  that 
trace  their  origin  to  the  British  Isles.    Belgi-im  draft  otock  has  hesii  in 
existence  since  nearly  two  thousand  years  ago,  v/hen  the  Romans  invaded  western 
Europe . 

Jll.i:      Then  our  horses  arc  kin  to  those  ridden  "by  the  knighta;  of  old  and  "by 
the  sheiks  of  the  desert? 

UIICLE  UnqucGtionably,  mnny  of  them  are.    But,  of  course,  those  arc  just 

points  in  the  story  of  the  horse.    There  are  many  kinds  of  horses  in  many 
parts  of  the  ^vorld.    V."c  don*t  knov.  the  7;hole  story.    There  arc  caves  in  France 
V7ith  pictures  of  horses  drav:i  ty  cave  men  v.-ho  ere  thoUt:;ht  to  have  lived  more 
than  10,000  years  ago  —  probably  long  before  men  lea^riied  to  use  horses  for 
riding  or  driving.    Those  cave  men  seemed  to  be  able  to  draw  horses  pretty  well. 
But  the  point  is  that  those  pictures  show  that  even  that  fer  back  there  v/ere 
several  different  kinds  of  horses,  some  of  them  looking  almost  like  horses  v/c 
see  to-day. 

JIM;      Arc  there  as  many  horses  nov;  as  there  used  to        in  this  country? 

UIICLE  .'^E;     ITo.    Horse  production  in  this  country  is  falling  off.     In  most 
parts  of  the  country,  V70  are  not  raising  encu/ih  celts  to  trko  the  place  of  the 
farm  horses  that  are  now  v/orking.     If  som.e  farmorc  I  Icnow  don't  pay  more  at- 
tention to  horse  raising  they  are  soon  going  to  be  short  of  horses.     In  fact 
v.ithin  the  next  five  years,  it  looks  like  there  is  bound  to  be  a  third  fewer 
work  horses  on  farms  than  we  have  now.    To  renedy  this  farmers  should  study 
carefully  the  tjcpe  of  power  best  suited  to  their  fax-ns  and  pla.n  now  for  re- 
placement of  the  horses  and  ra-ales  they  will  need  in  the  next  three  to  ten  years. 


